Catching
Bad Guy

A talent for drawing—and

drawing out witnesses—helps
Maryville Police Department's
David Graves catch criminals.

A the hitchhiker walked to the cou-
ple’s car, he brushed his hair back
with his hand, then got in. A short while
later, the husband and wife
learned of the strangulation
death of a nurse. Her body
was found in her vehicle,
which was mired in mud
on the side of the road near
where theyd picked up the
stranger. The couple called
the police to report their
SUSpICions.

At that point, the police
had no leads, no evidence,
and no witness to the violent crime. En-
ter Lt David Graves, an investigator with
the Maryville Police Department. David,
39, is one of about 30 forensic artists in
the world certified by the International
Association for Identification.

As a child, David put pencil to bul-
letins as he sat next to his grandmother
in church. In high school, he helped his
art mstructor teach drawing. Yet, he'd al-
ways wanted to be a police officer.
When he learned of police forensic art,
the field seemed tailormade for him. In
the course of his 15 years with the de-
partment, he's served as an undercover
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narcotics officer, a patrol officer, a de-
tective, and now a licutenant who is one
of five investigators within the 50-
officer Maryville police force.

“The type of work that he does in the
art field by no means overshadows his
abilities as an investigator,” police de-
partment chief Terry Nichols said in a
Knoxville News-Sentinel article when
David received his forensic art certifi-
cation in 1996, But his specialty does
come in handy. “I'm loaned out [as a
forensic artist] to all the surrounding
agencies,” David explains.

In the case of the murdered nurse, he
prodded the memories of the husband
and wife in separate interviews, draw-
ing two composite sketches from their
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descriptions. In both, the emerging
face of the suspect looked remarkably
similar—except for the hair. A quick
check with the witnessing couple ex-
plained the difference. The husband’s
strongest visual memory of the stranger
was of the man walking to the car,
threading his fingers through his hair.
The wife remembered the man best as
he sat in the car, hair back in place.
“They had nothing to go on except the
drawing,” says David. The composite
wass released to area police and news out-
lets. With the help of David’s drawing, the
hitchhiker was arrested and convicted.
“That’s what forensic art is all about,
when it all comes together and you find
onc—especially when they don't have
anything else to work with,” says David.
He’s quick to credit citizens who pro-
vide details for his illustrations. “You can
draw like Michelangelo, but whether or
not the drawing will look like the offend-
er is totally up to the witness,” he says.
Knowing how to guide these wit-
nesses is part of the training he's re-

We'll never make it picture-perfect because
memory is not picture-perfect. What we're
trying to do is capture the essence.

David Graves




LEFT: “We're [ike the Andy Griffith TV
program set in] Mayberry,” Dawid says
about the Maryville Police Department
*Everybody does everything. Insét
Dawd's attention to detall when he fixes
old cars mirrors the requirements of his
job. BeLow, LEFT: These “hooligans”™
aren on the crimingl suspect kst. David
often draws portralls when off-duty.

ceived at more than 30 specialized po-
lice training schools. He first deter-
mines a general description: sex, race,
height, weight, hair and eye coloring, |
using the witnesses' perceptions about Janua,-y 90 O API'” 9 2000
David’s own 5'10%, 160-pound frame v
to gauge their accuracy at estimating ; g
physical attributes. Then, he has wit-
nesses flip through mug shot books,
looking for the perpetrator’s features.
Occasionally, the offender’s photo is
already on file. If not, the books give
witnesses a gallery of features from
which to choose. e S
As witnesses jog their memories, O W Oy
David begins drawing, following their besdiy - Sunday l;l{( O)l\h
directions, “After all the features are
picked out, I start adding tone to the
face, bringing the features out more,”
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the majority of police departments 1s
that although kits and computers pro- Fine Handmade Rugs

duce drawings faster, the processes
limit specific detail.
Even with David’s skill, “We'll never
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make it picture-perfect because mem- Finest hand knotted rugs
ory is not picture-perfect,” he says. quaranteed to enhance the
“What we re trying to do is capture the beauty and elegance of any
essence.” In David’s book of captured home or office.

crooks, mug shots line up next to almost Magnificent and rare

identical sketches. So accurate are many collection of unique, one of a
of David’s drawings, defense attorneys kind, new and antique Persian
have implied police officers who al- Rugs that will please even the

ready have a suspect in mind have led
the artist. Witnesses who collaborated
with David quickly dispute the charges.

After all, they watched in awe
as David, armed only with a pencil
and some penetrating questions, gen-
tly nudged their memories until the
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