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top: Old Biscayne Designs began
making wood furniture after first
establishing a reputation for quality
beds made from hand-forged steel.
above: Nick and Gretchen moved their
furniture business to Americus after
Hurricane Andrew drove them from
Key Biscayne, Florida.
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Nick and Gretchen Gabrielli overcame adversity to win
business success in the furniture industry.

ood afternoon, Old Biscayne

Designs,” said the woman, hap-

py to help the customer on the other

end. The caller never realized that the

number she dialed to place an order

rang a mobile phone balanced on the
hood of a pickup truck.

But that scenario describes the
work setting in the early 1990s for the
fledgling furniture company owned
by Nick and Gretchen Gabrielli. Her
grandmother’s deserted dairy barn
was the new finishing department,
her father’s farm shop housed metal
fabrication, and his old hay barn be-
came the shipping department, The
couple settled in at the new pastoral

headquarters outside of Americus
after fleeing Miami's Key Biscayne
Island in the wake of Hurricane
Andrew’s destruction.

Winds of Change
The couple began Old Biscayne De-
signs in Florida back in 1990. They
were working in different careers
when they met in Miami. After the
couple married, they sought a busi-
ness that would allow them to visit
Nick’s family in his native Argentina,
They settled on an import business.
They brought lovely vintage beds
from South America to designer
showrooms in key U.S. cities. When
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and has over 25 years experience performing
enhancements safely and successfully. Each
patient receives exceptional personal attention
by Dr. Zweig and his highly trained staff in
their accredited® state-of-the-art facility.
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GEORGIA LIVING, THE
SOUTHERN LIVING SPECIAL SECTION
CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR OUR
1.5 MILLION READERS
IN GEORGIA.

To find out why so many local businesses
effectively and affordably advertise in
Georgia Living, contact :
Hoke Carter, N'uul|1j{ﬁ'fi\_‘ilng
Advertising Director, D
State Magazines,

at 404-888-1967.

Each signed and dated piece
receives careful attention.

custongers clamored for more, the
Gabriellis segued from antiques
into the manufacturing of custom-
design furniture. Soon they cased
beyond beds, expanding their line
to include armoires, chests, tables,
benches, and other case goods.

Old Biscayne Designs in Miami
was still struggling for success in
1992 when Hurricane Andrew
pounded Flonda and changed the
company's fate. Gretchen turned
to her family and hometown of
Americus, “I called my father and
said, ‘Dad, we need to come
home.' He said, ‘Come on.””

A mere 48 hours after Andrew
hit, Nick and Gretchen rented a
truck, loaded their equipment, and
set up shop in Jimmy Greene's
unused farm buildings. “Our cus-
tomers didn't even sense a change,”
Gretchen says. She should know—
she answered the calls that routed
to the cell phone on the truck.

Home Sweet Home

The couple had planned to return
to urban Florida, yet Americus
carried its own appeal. Connec-
tions to family and friends made
it “easy for us to establish rela-
tionships with people in town and
with suppliers,” Nick says. When
his children from a previous mar-
riage, Nico, then 8, and Valentina,
then 9, moved from Argentina to
live with their dad and stepmom
in Americus, small-town Georgia
became even more attractive.
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Becoming Furniture Mavens

Old Biscayne Designs enjoys envi-
able success in the industry today.
The high-end collection sells in all
50 states as well as Canada and
Puerto Rico. Prices for each indi-
vidually crafted and signed piece
range from $1,200 to $10,000. The
furniture is made with solid bronze,
iron, and aluminum castings and in-
teresting combinations of wood,
leather, and metalwork. Pieces fea-

ture hand-rubbed patinas, durable -

paint finishes, and details made with
original decorative hardware.

Just as they planned, the couple
combines business with visits to
Nick’s family in Argentina. Wher-
ever they travel, including Europe
and the Caribbean, they get ideas,

Somehow, this couple manages
to make creativity look casy. That’s
true whether they're designing a
new piece for their collection—or
conducting business with nothing
more than a cell phone, a pickup
truck, and a dairy barn.

NANCY DORMAN-HICKSON

0ld Biscayne Designs: Call 1-800-
397-5397, or visit www.oldbiscayne
designs.com.

At the Americus facility, a worker hand
casts small metalwork to be used as a
furniture detail, The company also
owns plants in Asgentina and Mexico,
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Making Magic
In their travels, Nick and Gretchen constantly seek inspiration for
new designs, Gretchen creates journals by sketching images, tuck-
ing in photes, and writing real and made-up tales about the people
and places they encounter. She transforms these tidbits into promo-
tional stories surrounding the products of Oid Biscayne Designs.
Each furniture design receives a history of sorts, tying it to such
sites as a grand cemetery or an opera house; to such figures as Eva
Per6n, Argentina's former first lady; or perhaps the legend of a gaucho
whose skillful riding transforms him into a centaur (half man, half
horse). The evocative tales add to the products' aliure.”if you own a
piece that has a story, you've not only bought the piece of furni-
ture," Gretchen explains, “you've bought the history of it too."
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alsam Mountain Preserve
Bis like no other place you
will ever see. Protected by
a 3.000 acre conservation ease-
ment, the preserve’s 4,400
scenic acres will be a community
of only 350 homesteads. And
more than 500,000 acres of
pristine national forest border
the property insuring that the
surrounding landscape will not
change for generations to come.
» Amold Palmer Signature golf
course under construction
® 100 mile views ® 38 miles of
streams, creeks and waterfalls
® Equestrian Center © Nature
Center with two Naturalists ® Ruby
Valley Camp - fitness center,
tennis, swimming, amphitheater,
activity pavilion ® Over 50 miles of
hiking, biking and riding :milsA
® Remote campsites with restare
log homes ® Cool summers ar
elevations up to 5, 481 feet
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