GENERATION NEXT

Lifelong Lessons

Growing up on a farm gives the Vailes
children an education you just can't buy.

BY NANCY DORMAN HICKSON

ressed for church, the Vailes children,

McCauley, 14, and Samantha, 12, beaded

out the door of their farm in Fishersville, Va.

Momments later, their pew plans were abruptly
changed to go goat gathening.

The goats were out in a briar parch in the
neighbor’s field, running amok. To make matters
worse, the unauthorized romp ruined the famaly's
grooming of the cashmere goats. The animals were
competing at the Virginia State Fair later in the week.

Dad Chuck recalls the matred, burred and dirty
runaways the family rounded up. “We spent the rest of
the day getting them in show condition again,” be says.

It wasn't the most sdeal chore for a Sunday morning,
but it's just another example of how the farm-—and the
goats—are butlding character and accountability, Or as
McCauley puts it, growing up on a farm you leamn “to
take care of things and be responsible foe stuff.”

Fourteen-yoar-old McCauley Valles'
after-school routine includes feeding
the family’s herd of cashmere goats.

Samantha agrees, and can rattle off an after-school

farm routine that sounds hke a full day’s wock. Between

them, the honor students are mvolved in competsive
soccer, karate, band and Future Farmers of Amerxa,

“We feed the donkey, then we feed the goats, then
the sheep, and then we make sure everybody has

enough hay and water,” 12-year-old Samantha recres.

When asked if she has ever forgotten o do her

chores, Samantha’s appalled. “Theyd be really hungry!™

she progests. “1f you don’t do i, they maght die.”

The children understand that their contributions
matter and that work always comes before play. If
their frends want to go to the movies or go shopping.
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over the family’s Virginia farm.

Samantha Valles hopes to someday take

the girls know what they must do.
“When the work needs to be done, it
has to be done,” Chuck says. “There’s
no talking about it," he flarly adds.
“If it gets done, you go. If it doesn',
you don't.”

Yep, that's how it works, agrees
McCauley. “If we want something,
we have to work for it.”

Samantha, who hopes to take over
the family farm, often lingers with
the animals long after chores are
done. *I just like to be around them,”
she says.

Of course, all that togetherness
makes another farm lesson
particularly tough.

Each winter the Vailes family
evaluates the cashmere and cull the
herd. It's a sad chore, Samantha
concurs, “Last year one of them was
really cute. But it didn’t have enough
cashmere so it had o go to market,”

Her mother, Lisa, notes that the
girls “have learned you can't keep
them all. You hate to do it, but it is a
part of farming.”

A more welcome part for the girls
is showing the goars. “In the last
couple of years, we had a double
grand champion,” says Chuck. The
doe won the top prize at Richmond
and Rhinebeck, N.Y. “It was very
cool,” says Samantha. “We got our
picture in the paper and everything.”

Her father hopes she and
McCauley got something else as well.
Namely, he says, the lesson thar “over
time, if you stay with it, you can
achieve your goals.” @

Travel with Other Farmers!

Rose Parade Tour +
MeXxican
Riviera Cruise

12-Day Vacation _Departs Dec. 30, 2008 i $m*

Spend 4 nights in L.A. at a deluxe hotel. On December 31st,
enjoy a city tour of Hollywood, Beverly Hills and pre parade
float-building viewing. On New Year's Day, you'll be taken to
Pasadena for the Rose Parade with, reserved grandstand
seats. Jan. 3 board NCL's Norwegian Star for a 7-night cruise
to Cabo San Lucas, Matzatlan, and Puerto Vallarta. *Price,
per person, dbl. occ., + $276 tax, service, gov't fees, port
charges & ship fuel surcharge. Airfare is extra.
Call for Details & Brochure . .. 7 days a week

YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300
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LAWNVACUUM_ ==

LEAVES NOTHING IN ITS PATH.
EXCEPT THE COMPETITION.
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Put an end to fall cleanup hassle with a DR® LEAF and
LAWN VACUUM. No other is built stronger or lasts longer,

UNSTOPPABLE POWER Collect and shred acres

of leaves, pine cones, pine needles, grass clippings, nuts
HUGE CAPACITY Exclusive shredding action reduces
debris 10:1, for more vacuuming and less unloading.
BUILT TO LAST Beefy steel frame, large hoses,

hard shell collector, commercial engine options.

6-MONTH RISK-FREE TRIAL
Try it at home and then decide.

Find out more.
See it in action.
GET A FREE
CATALOG
& pDvD!

Call Toll-Free Go Online

1-888-206-4220 DRleafvac.com




