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Center

hen Harrison Ford’s character
encounters a spirit in last sum-
mer's hit film Whar Lies Beneath, he
phones a “paranormal psi™ guy at Duke
University for answers,

The scene is interesting though inac-
curate publicity for the Rhine Research
Center Institute for Parapsychology
Research in Durham. Although the
internationally famous institute began
in 1927 as part of the venerable Duke
school, it became an inde-
pendent research facility
in 1965. Its founder, J. B,
Rhine, moved his life’s
work off-campus when he
was faced with manda-
tory retirement.

“He wanted to keep
working,” explains Sally
Rhine Feather, Rhine’s
daughter. Sally's mother,
Louisa, worked with hus-
band J. B. in the research,
After a long carcer as a
clinical psychologist, Dr.
Feather joined the center in recent years
to continue her parents' legacy.

Today, Duke alumni and present-day
students often tour the facility, which is
near campus, and some faculty mem-
bers lecture at Rhine’s summer program
for students from around the world.

Scientists, Not Seers

But visitors—and Harrison Ford's
questing character—won't find any
ghostbusters among the Rhine scien-
tists. Or as the center’s literature puts it,
“We have no truly satisfying explana-
lions for [ghostly] disturbances, nor do
we know how to make them go away.”
The researchers also don't recommend

d2-carolina livine

psychics, although they receive calls for
such advice once or twice a week.

Instead, the button-down academi-
cians at Rhine favor science over
séances, taking a systematic approach to
understanding extrasensory perception.
The terms “ESP” and “parapsychology™
were coined by founder Rhine.

It’s vexing work trying to produce,
then replicate, laboratory results of elu-
sive psychic ability, or psi. “People who
are prone to have [psi] experiences in
the real world and people who do well
in the laboratory are not necessarily the
same,” says Dr. John Palmer, acting
director of the center. “In the labora-
tory you need to control it” »
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Top: “If you tell people something they
wanl (o hear, peopie will belleve almost
amything, " says Dr. Sally Rhwe Festher. "Wk
have o be carell. Bafore we foal we have
a new finding, the test will be repeated.”
The bust is of her father, J. B. Rhine,
who coined the terms “extrasensovy
perception” and “parapsychology.”
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We're in this narrow channel between
skeptics who say, “There’s nothing to it,”
and people who want to believe anything.

Or. Sally Rhine Feathar

Parapsychologists also must contend “My mother championed the stories
with the disbelieving cynics who scoff  that people sent [the Rhine Center]
at their work and the gullible innocents  says Dr. Feather. Mothers told about
who bumn up 1,900 psychic hot lines, foreseeing in dreams the deaths of their

“We're in this narrow channel be-  soldier sons, only to receive the dreaded
tween skeptics who say, ‘There’s noth-  telegram days later. People wrote about
ing to it," and people who just want to avoiding flights that later crashed,
believe anything,” says Dr. Feather. Throughout history, people have

Surveys indicate that many maintain  made sende out of the unknown by
there’s something beyond the ken of our  conjuring colorful yet flawed answers—
five senses. Almost everyone has expe- the belief that evil spirits caused
rienced a dream that comes true, a disease, for example. Today, parapsy-
phone call from a person in our chologists believe society “explains” psi
thoughts, or an intuitive hunch. phenomena using the same type of

LEFT: In his research, Or. John Paimer uses a Oulja-like board, which he calls an

‘aiphabet board, * to avoid mystical connotations. If the pointer moves. it's Ikely caused

by the same ability we use to keep the car on the road while talkir 1g {0 a passenger.
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faulty thinking—it's magic, it's ghosts

“I hike The X-Files,” says Rhine
researcher Bob Bourgeois about the
popalar television program. “But most
of what they have on that show has no
connection to parapsychology at all.”
He adds wryly, “"We don't do things
like aliens.”

Instead, psi researchers believe the
truth is out there and use science to an-
swer questions. Perhaps research will

vield the 8-ball jackpot of all answers
how to use psi ability in real life

Uncle Sam Wants Psi

No less than the U.S, military has
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added credibility to that notion. In 7
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had been using remote viewing—what n)
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situations such as pinpointing downed

airplanes or enemy locations. A re-

view committee concluded the gov- CAROLI NA P%SERVES
ernment’s research did not warrant

continued federal funding, but the r . .

committee also recommended that the
private sector continue the study.

At Rhine, remote-viewing subjects

arc asked to give their impressions of
randomly selected computer images in
another room. From this and other
studics, researchers hope 1o assemble
a team of people with psi ability. Then !

Contributors melude

Elizabeth Dole, Dean Smith, Richard Petty, Michael Joedan, Billy & Ruth Graham,
Charlie Rose, Bill Friday, Shirley Cacsar, Sharon Lawrence...and many others
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- - 2 The splendid heritage of North Carolina is preserved {
— by Bill's captivating artistry and cngaging stories told |
by the state’s most notable locals,

- Lisa Valk, Editor Time Magazine 3
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| like The X-Files.

But most of what

they have on that show has no
connection to parapsychology at all.
We don’t do things like aliens.
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they’ll ook at why they're good at it;
Brain patterns? Psychological make-
up? Personality traits? Genes?

Psi-zing Up the Business
Even now, researchers are looking at
possible psi in the corporate arena. “A
president of a company might make a
decision that’s completely off the
wall,” says Bourgeois. But it turns out
to be the right one

Adds Richard Broughton, “They
may not think of themselves as psy-
chic. They call it a hunch, a lucky
guess, or intuition.” Dr. Broughton
heads the business/inturtion study with
Bourgeois. The Durham consultant
and author is the former director of the

RIGHT: Young Saly Rhine Feather
(nght) and her siblings often
partcipated in ESP testing devised by
their parents, J. 8. and Loursa Rhine
“For children, it was just a fun game, r
says Dr. Feather. seLow: With her
daughter, Sally Rhine Feather repeated

ESP tests she “played” as a chilg
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Rhine Center (and, by the way, was a
consultant on What Lies Beneath),

Research shows that people wha
s¢em to have some psi ability outguess
50-50 chance by small margins, some-
where between 2% to 5%. In the past,
that minor difference was dismissed
But new analysis techniques—the
same ones that led to doctors recom-
mending aspirin for heart patients
give new meaning to the figures.

"It like a batting average,” says Dr.
Broughton. “If you translate that into
Wall Street numbers, somebody with
a 3% advantage might be making mil-
lions of dollars of difference.”

He adds, “It’s visionaries who tend
to see the potential; it's not the bean
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counters. But it could be that the bean
counters start getting interested if we
can talk about upping your bottom
line by 3%."

I'he key to using psi in real life, he
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What traveling ought to be ...

www.bytrain.org

Take the Train!

Blue skies, .. crisp air... changing leaves...
Fall is the perfect time to travel.
Big windows. .. roony seats... relaxing trip..

The train is the perfect way to go.

The Pisdmont and Carolinan provide conventient daily service to twelv
North Carclima citles with esy conmections to Florida and the Northeast,

Children ages 2-15 always travel half price. Senior discoimts awilable.

It's visionaries who tend to see the
potential; it's not the bean counters.

says, is to stop dismissing it as a hoax
and to “stop thinking of it as magic
that is going 1o work 100% of the
time.” Rather, think of psi ability as a
tool that complements other talents
and resources, Think about what that
slight advantage might mean, for
example, in finding a lost child or a
kidnapped victim or in making an
accurate medical diagnosis.
Afteryears of watching researchers
struggle to continue her parents’ work,
Dr. Feather predicts an optimistic
future, “We're feeling now that we're
very close to the point [of applica-
tion],” she says. “We're going to get
into it slowly, but everybody is very
excited that we're close to major dis-
coveries. It's going to have an impor-
tant bearing on science in general.”
After all, Dr. Broughton adds,
“What's science fiction one decade
becomes science the next.”
Nancy Dorman-Hickson

he Rhine Research Center Instaute
for Parapsychology is at 402 North
Buchanan Bivd,, adiacent to Duke
University's East Campus. Call {919)
588-8241 to arrangs a tour. Vist the

center's Web site at www.rhine.org,

d8-carolina livine



