tennessee living

A Green Thumb School

Mr. Dan was the man with the plan. He liked to work with his hands.
So he planted some seeds, cleaned up the weeds, and spread dirt and sand.
Now we have many flowers that we look at for hours.

PHOTOORAMS ROBENT M PEACOCK

his little ditty above, accompanied

by hand-drawn illustrations, comes
courtesy of Chimneyrock Elementary ——
second graders. The children wanted to # k
honor Dan Edmiston, the teacher who i
spearheads an incredible garden project
at the Cordova public school.

Begun only a year after the school
opened in 1990, and dedicated on
Earth Day in 1993, six distinctive gar-
dens are featured at the clementary
school. The 25-acre campus includes

i woodland area, a nature trail, bird and butterfly sanctuaries, top: “They have an ownership here
& sensory garden, and an agricultural site. Beds of gorgeous flowers and a  because they helped plant some of
vaniety of trees surround the school. these gardens,” says Dan about

As the precocious second graders pointed out, Mr. Dan was the man with  Chimneyrock students. The kids plant,
the plan. What prompted the veteran teacher’s walk on the wild side? weed, and mulch with help from

“This whole area of Cordova used to be in the country,” explains the fourth-  parents and teachers. above: Students
grade teacher, who has 21 years of teaching experience. “But the city is  show their appreciation through artwork
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moving out this way, so large arcas
of trees have been bulldozed.

“It's wonderful to be able to take
Kids right outside your door for a
field trip.” says Dan. A nature trail
leads to a woodland area with seat-
ing for outdoor classes, Several
ponds provide visuals for lessons on
tadpoles and such, Native-wildflower
projects show how specific plants
attract butterflies and birds. An agri-
cultural area demonstrates how food
originates from some place other
than the grocery store, and beds of
blooming flowers and leafy trees
bring home seasonal changes.
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“It's wonderful to
be able to take
kids right outside
your door for a
field trip.”

Dan Edmiston
Director of Environmental Studies

Nutty Lessons

On this day, the school’s youngest
horticulturists gather to reap what
they've sown at “Roper’s Farm Yard,”
dedicated to the school’s principal,
Sherry Roper. Their faces light with
wonder when they uproot their first
dirt-encrusted peanut of the season.
A teacher, holding up a book, points
to an illustration that duplicates the
real-life scene. The kids instantly
make the connection. They'll never
again take another PB&J sandwich
for granted.

“The ownership the kids have is
the neat thing,” Dan says. Not that
the kids are the sole caretakers of
this horticultural heaven. Dan’s plan
came to fruition with the help of
a willing group of adults. A recent
“Weedin’, Meetin’, and Eatin’ "
cookout drew about 100 teachers
and parents, and the PTA schedules
monthly garden workdays,

“The volunteers are just amaz-
ing,” Dan says. “Some are up here
every day. Parents will take their
only day off to work with the chil-
dren in the garden.”
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above: Field journals allow students
to record their nature findings.

left: Outdoor seating in the
woodland area provides inspiration
for musical lessons.

A Garden-variety Education
Learning permeates every single
aspect of the beautiful campus.
“It's been an education for me
t00,” Dan says. He laughs at the
learning curve his garden goals
require, “l don't have a back-
ground in science or horticulture”
he admits. Yet the educator grows
ecstatic when he explains the spe-
ctal qualities of the spicebush and
its ability to attract a native Ten-
nessee butterfly,

The students, of course, remain
the biggest beneficianies. “Besides
keeping nature journals, we do
bird studies, plant studies, and in-
sect studies,” Dan says. “For ex-
ample, in the third grade, we teach
the life cycle of the monarch but-
terfly. The first year we planted
milkweed and had monarchs. The
whole campus turned out to watch
the monarch release ™

For Dan, gifts from the garden
Just keep growing. “There’s noth-
ing like being in nature,” he says.
“I mean, there's just nothing else
like it."

Student Josh Chester possesses
the same admiration for the man
with the plan. “He takes us out on
walks and teaches us about na-
ture,” says the fourth grader. Then
he delivers a kid's highest praise:
“He's a good teacher”

Almost as good a teacher as
Mother Nature herself.

NANCY DORMANHICKSON
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Fine Handmade Rugs

Fine Handmade Rugs

.%nest hand knotted rugs
Suaranteed to enhance the
beauty and elegance of any
home or office.

Magnificent and rare
collection of unique, one of a
kind, new and antique Persian
Rugs that will please even the
most discriminating taste.

{
Cleaning, Repair, Restoration

And Appraisal Services
Available

10710-A Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN,
Mon. - Sat. 10-7

865-675-6526 + 1-888-606-RUGS

Vmo«;wom:wmmwkkmonnm&vmmhq www bestruss.com

Yellow Fever

Explore the colorful
history of Memphis,
experience an IMAX® film
or visit the Planetarium-
all at the
Pink Palace Museum.

3050 Central Ave
Memphis, TN 38111
(901) 320-6320

www.memphismuseums.org

Grand Opening August 3!
Bullt just for you.., Block by block

See four spectacular new exhibit
galieries in an expanded addition!
*7Fly” a real alrplane!
*Control the Misslssippd River *
Make it “rain” in the museum’
*Crawi through artertes
¢lnvestigate a glant heart!
*Sculpt and paint In the Art Studio
*Perform 1
+ e ™ 0N stage

*

Amazing ¢ Fun @ Adventure
Discovery ® Hands-On ¢ Interactive

There's more for you to do In 200¢!

1599 Cemtral Ave
Mempdis, TN 30104
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