Deadly Harvest

“ll only.” Two words. Two tiny, simple words

“If only he'd had a roll bar on that tractor,” & wile laments. “If only our
boy hadn't been playing in the grain bin,” a father cries

“If only, il only, if only " Say it a thousand times or more and you
begin to grasp how much farm-related fatalities cost our nation in one year
alone. Talk to just one of the victim's relatives and you begin to feel the
crushing devastation endured by the men, women, and children left
behind. The sorrow of these families cannot be overstated, Sharing their
stories on the next few pages may prevent the same

horror from happening in your family. We hope you will remember
these words and faces the next time you climb on a tractor,
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or when you clear a clogged combine,
or give in to children when they clamor 1o
ride on the tractor with you.

Some of these photographs and details
were provided by family members whose
loved oncs suffered fatal farm-related ac-
cidents in October 1989, Sadly, these are
only a few of those who died duning that
time and throughout the year.

The families wanted their Josses to ben-
cfit farm familics. They ask that you think
about the emotional and financial crisis
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Oct. 8: Michael John
Keinsasser, 4, Frankfor,
S. Dak., was kited when
he was run over by a
iractor. His famiy was
gathering potatoes, ang
he wanted 10 help

Oct. 9. Keeneth Thomas
Reynolds I, & Sperry
Okla., was riding on a
racior drivon by his tather
The fender he was 2]
On broke, and the whoel
pulied him under the
moving tractor. Then the
attached mower ran

Over hum

Oct. 11: Fred Windeld
Stark, 62, Bastrop, Tex.,
was Wilod when the actor
he was deving ran off an
embankment and landod
on him

Oct: §: James R, Gabred
49, Kempton, Ind
strangled when his dothes
Were Caught i a com
picker he was lubricatng

Oct. §: Jack Thediord
Chip” Sicop, Jv., 20, State
Road, N.C.. was kitied
While Irying %0 pull &
stump from the ground
with a tractor. The tractor
Npped backward ang
crushed him

Oct. 12: Kenneth Brase
62, Waseca, Minn
suffered a hean anack
whie fighting a Sactor
fwe
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Oct. 9: Richard Kingery,
(pectured) 43, Rock Pont,
Mo., and Donald A Graves
61, Fairtax, Mo., wore
slectrocuted when the
BUger they were moving
from one grain bin 10
anothee came In contact
Wi a 7. 200-volt

power ine

Oct. 10; Harvey Ashmore
50, Muscoda, Wis., ched
N an accidert while ight.
Ing a farm fire. The
voluntesr fireenan ran from
the cab 10 the front of a
frack where & water tank
wias kept. The driveriess
truck rofled forward and
fan over him

i

Oct. 12: Lemued Harley
See, 65, Stephens City,
Va was puling a iog wp
a hill when the ractor
Sppad, overtumed, and
caught fire. Seo was
prnec bensath the
racior

Oct. 11: Arthwr F.
Carranza, 68, Newman
Calt.. dod when his
iractor overtumeod inlo a
pond. Camarzs was
Temoving rocks and
backed the tracior 100
close 10 the pond; the
vehicie overturmed and
crushed his chest

Oct 11: James B
Kohiman, 34, Churchville,
N.Y., was oparating a
front-end loader whan the
machinge sipped side-
Ways down a pie of com
Slage. Then the wheols
caught on the ground,
Causing It 10 rol over

R

Oct. 12: Wimot Vioketie,

Ged whan the tractor he
Was using 10 move hard
wood logs Sippod
backward, overturned,

Oct. 13: Charles Weidon
Mounce, 58, Walnut
Speings, Tex., was
crushed when the bull-
dozor ho was operating
overnumed on a sleep
mchng

56, Van Buren, Maine,

and crushod him
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Oct. 16: Matthew Hefler,
11, Boomer, Nebr ., was
dscoversd inside a com
wagon that was being
unioaced at a grain
elevalor. His doath was
nied a suffocation

Greer, S, 56, Vicksburg
Miss . was run over Dy
a dsk

Oct 18: Salude
Mosqueda, 21, 8 migrant
worker In Lincoin County,
Idaho, was kifed when his
coat bacame entangied

in a power-take-off sha
that pulied hem inlo a
potalo harvesier

28

Bosseranc, 2, Ramhdrum,
Maho, ded when ™
wractor frader on which he
was nding jackknied,
causing A walter tank on
the tracior %0 break Kose
and roll over hvm

Oct. 14: Albert Clauss,
61, Boston, N.Y., died in
A Yractor accdent when he
apparently reached down
from the oparator's seat
and was pulied under the
loft drive whoel. He was
spreading wood chips in

a feid betand hes home

o

Oct. 14: Mark W

Milled while he and his

Oct. 14 Roy Miler, 52
63, Columbus, Netr., was Zaneswville, Ohio, died

when he was pinned unds

sons loaded & cow M0 & NS tractor. He was
cperatng the tractor on &
hliside when it
overturned

trader. The animal
rammaed Donoghue in
the chost

| Si5
Oct. 16; Mark Duane Wint,
33, Hawarden, lowa, was
crushad Dotwoen a

tracior and & combine
while he was changng
hoads on the machine. He

wis prepanng 1o harvest
com aler compietng
bean harvesting

|
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Oct. 20. Thomas Wiliam
Ciugsion, 53, Mourt
Vemon, I, was spotweld-
ing a rim on &n infiated
tire when the sidewall of
the tire blew out. He

died from head inunes
reconved In the

accident

Oct. 17: Beverly Jare
Mason, 50, Wildorado,
Tex., dlod when & beet
digger drive-chain broko
and fNlew though the
window of the truck she
was driving nent %0

the Ggoer

Oct. 21: Wiliam Keith

Giman, 72, St City, Ind.,

had used a onder biock
1o raise the jack as he
changod a bre 0N &

Oct. 17: Raymond Olsos
89, Andover, S. Dak.,
wWas run over when he
sipped off & COM COMSE
that had boen clogging &
day. Because t was daN
Otson's son Tim, the one
was unaware that hes
tather had climbed onio

puing a 1og up A smal
Inchne whon tis ractor
overtumed on him

joaded skage wagon. The

block crumbled under the
hoavy weght, and the
wagon fedl on him
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Oct. 23; Wilam J
Maridey, 73, Stone Lake,;
Wis., ded when his tracior
overtumed while he was
puling logs on a siope

Walczuk, 71, Navarre,
Ofvo, was atternpting to
UDIoot an avecgroen bush
with a chain hooked 1o
the drawbar of his tracior
The tractor fipped and
pnned him beneath the
stoering wheel

: J
Oct. 28: Bryan Loe

Cameron, 16, Coulterville,
I, ded when the tractor

he was operating
overtumed

Oct. 23: Notie C
Pryor, 73, Fayettevile
Ark_, was kilod when he

apparently sipped from his

tractor and foll Dengath
the rotary mower

Wikiams, 42, Stewartsvile,
N.J.. ded when his tracior
overtumed. Me was
mowing an ambankment
at the tme of the acodent

Oct, 26: Randa L
Conrad, 35, New Conocord
Ohio, was puling a hay
wagon for a youth con
vention rally when the
brakes taled. He rode
the tractor down a sieep
hil, whore £ overturned
None of the passengers
ware injured
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Oct. 24: Ervin Kimmed, 74,
Miford, L., was watching
WO Ohers move a com
corveyor when the
COMMayor Decame 10p-
heavy, the undercamage
collapsed and struck
Kimmel. He cied from
Injuries several hours later

Oct. 26: John Oxdord, 60,
Parrott, Ga., ded when
e fol from Mes tractor and
was nn over by a hamow
A waness who saw the
accident beloves that
Oxford was unconscious
bedore he fell

Oct. 29: Loyd Sadler, 48,
Gallatin, Tenn., was
puling a small wagon n
which Mg son-n-law and
two of his grandchilcren
were ridng. The tractor
stabed ang rolled back-
Ward down a hil, and the
tractor flipped on Sadler
The others were unhurt

Oct. 25: Jason Paima, 13
Radnor, Ohio, sutfocated
while 0n & school cuting
Ho cimbed into & gran
bin containing com and
asked his cigssmales

50 cover hem up. The chikd
e Delore he could be
released from the weght
of & few feet of grain

Comgan, 15, Teague
Tex., died whon he was
thrown froen his 4-wheel
ATV while accompanying
A Iracior and traser
carrying 20 pedpie on a
haynde. He atlormpied 1o
Pass and struck

the railer

Oct. 2%: Guy W. Sparks
55, Moulton, Ala_ fell rom
a tracior ho was nding
He was kiled when ho
WaS run Oover by the
altachod rotary mower

& i

Oct. 25: Raymond E
Rederman, 72, Mourt
Stering, Ohio, died afer
the tractor he was bypass
stanng suddenly staned
kunged forward, and ran
over him

Oct, 27: Gust Exund, 71,
Ada, Minn., apparently
dad from & heant attack
that oocumed whie he was
OPETaiing A tractor,

Oct. 29 James Walters
9. Watseka, ., ded after
Disng Dursed in & wagon
filled with 400 busheis of
shelled com. His family
was helping relatves

with harvessng. The

Doy was revived but ded
the next day from
respratory probloms
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You Don’t
Have To Die

uT i <
his has been a very tragic time
for my family and me,” wrote Garnet
Pfaff, whose husband was killed in a
farming accident last October, “But
if what I can tell you will help save
others from going through what we
had to, it will be worth it.”

Similar words poured in by mail
and phone from the families of farm
accident victims as we began work on

this special section. They offered
warnings and heartfelt pleadings to
other farm families to avoid mistakes
or careless actions.

If your family’s farmers won't lis-
ten when you suggest that they be
carcful, tear out this article and give
it to them. It just might save a life.

Know Your Machinery's
Limitations

“Check, check, check,” the fami-
lies told us.

1 plead with all farmers and
others to check everything possible
before you climb aboard a tractor or
any farm machinery,” says Virginia
Sadler of Gallatin, Tenn. Her hus-
band, Loyd, was killed when the

tractor he was driving stalled on 2
hill, rolled backward, and flipped
over.

“Keep up preventive maintenance
on your machinery,” advises Ken-
neth Reynolds of Sperry, Okla., who
lost an cight-year-old son.

“Keep a logbook of all that 1s done
to each piece of equipment.”

Updating old equipment is just as
important, says Cindi Kraeger, of
Port Leyden, N.Y.

“If we hadn't been using such an
old wagon . . . ."” she says, remem-
bering the accident that took her hus-
band’s life in November 1989. "It
didn't have safety levers."”

’
Know Your Physical Limitations

It's a good idea for farmers to keep
their own health evaluated and main-
tained and to check about the possi-
ble side effects of medicine before
operating machinery. The effects of
medication may have cost Noble
Pryor his life.

“I had noticed he wasn't getting
around too well," Ella Jean Pryor
remembers about the days before her
husband’s tractor accident, I think
his medicine was too strong; it had
just been changed the week before.™

She surmises that the medication’s
cffects may have caused him to fall
from the tractor and into the path of
a rotary mower.

Hearing problems may have con-
tributed to the death of Wisconsin
farmer Ward Pfaff,

“He wore a heaning aid,"” says his
wife, Garnet. "When noise was too
loud, he always turned it down. He
may have had it turned down because
of the loud noise of the combine.”

Pfaff was following the machine to
check for harvest losses and was
killed when the combine operator
backed the machine to start a new
row of corn.

“Ward probably didn’t even hear
the combine or realize it was so
close,” says Garnet.

Use a Buddy System

“If he hadn't been alone . .. .)"
some of the relatives wished in their
letters and phone calls. In some in-
stances, they believed that the acci-
dent might have been avoided. In
others, they wondered whether life-
saving help could have been sum-
moned more quickly.
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Although realistically farmers
can’t always avoid working alone,
someone should know a farmer's
schedule and where he will be work-
ing, suggest some farm families.

“One bit of advice 1 would like to
impress upon farmers is to work in
pairs whenever possible,” says Diane
Witt of Hawarden, lowa. The
of her husband, Mark, was discov-
ered by his father after an accident
that pinned him between a tractor
and a corn head.

William Keith Gilman was - dead
when his son found him after a
wagon of silage fell on him.

Says Gilman's wife, Lovetta, “Be-
cause he brought the tractor and the
chopper back to the house, I didn't
know where he was. | thought he was
somewhere close by, so it was a while
before we found him. If he and my
son had been there together, maybe
it wouldn't have happened.”

Use Common Sense

Hardly a farmer can say he hasn't
done something that he knew wasn't
safe when he did it, in the interest of
saving some time or effort. For many
families, that moment of risk turns
into a lifetime of heartache.

"“Please think before you reach
over or into things that spin,” says
Cindi Kracger. Her husband, Peter,
was killed when his gloves or coat
caught on one of the beater bars in a
self-unloading silage wagon. “The
good Lord gave you a brain, so use it.
Don’t waste it or yourself."

Gertrude Walczuk saw the tractor
fumover accident that took her hus-
band’s life.

"It was right in our front yard, and
I saw the whole thing,"” she says. “He
decided 1o move this tree, and it was
too big. It was poor judgment, | have
1o say it.

“You can’t warn somebody if they
won't listen,” she continues. *'People
don't need to think it won't happen
to them,"

Jerry Gabriel, widow of a farmer
strangled in a corn picker, advises
farmers to think of loved ones when
they take risks during farming.

“It's so hard 1o be the one left
behind,” she points out. “When you
get out there in the field, you have to
be careful. Because if you're not,
your family's life will never be the
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Please Be Careful—We Need You

All the safety seminars, instruction
manuals, and waming labels in the
world can’t influence & farmer as
much as a simple, sincerc plea from
his young child or concerned wife.
We at Progressive Farmer suggest
you sit down and write a letter to the
busy farmer in your family. Tell him
how you feel about him and why it’s

important that he be especially care-
ful this harvest season and in the
SCasons to come.

Words don't always come casily,
0 we've prepared a suggested letter,
Use it to write your own, or just fill in
the blanks, tear out the letter, and
hand it to your loved one as he heads
for the fields,

Progressive Farmer wants your
farm to be a safe one. As a gentle
reminder to anyone you know who
farms, place these stickers in conspice
uous places—on machinery, in the
farm shop, on chemical containers,
on the refrigerator, or even on cloth-
ing your special farmer will wear,

Receive five weatherproof yellow
vinyl stickers free of charge just for
the asking. (Additional stickers are
25 cents cach.)

Send a self-addressed stamped en-
velope with your request to Progres-
sive Farmer Safety Stickers, Box

J 2581, Birmingham, AL 35202,

EH




