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"Tis the Season in Gatlinburg

Snow sports, shopping and holiday events bring magic to a’Tennessee town
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stealer i Fipley’s repertoire is the
Aquarium of the Smokies (rpleys
aquanumofthesmokies.com; adults $22),
the state’s sacond mast poputar attraction
(after Dokywood, Delly Parton's theme
park in neghboring Pigeon Forge). Videos
and hands-on displays, such as the one
about the surprisng horseshoe crab—did
you know ths aquatic creature bleeds
blue?—keop visits mnteresting. *I defy
you net 10 learn sornething here,” says
the aquarium’s director of marketing,
Karl Thomas.

The soothingly dem and cool interiors
are sure to lower your DIood pressure
To sublly keep crowds moving forward
and headed in one direction, the
squanum uses “glide paths® {moving
sidewalks), Temporanly misplaced kids
(called “jelyfish™ by employees) are
reunited with parents faster than you can
say SpongeBob SquarsePants.

Shark Lagoon, a serpentine acrysc
tunnel that allows more than 100 sharks
to swim above and around guests, s a
favorite. Karl's belleve-it-or-not clam
*I've actually "burped’ a shark.” When
new Sharks arrive, he explans, air gulped
In transit must be eiminated using
a Hesmlich-type maneuver.

The Penguin Playhousa is the latest
aguarium additon. Here, tuxedo-clad
African blackfooted penguins swim
expertly {3s fast as 12 mph) theough a
clear tunnel running beneath guests' feet,
passing from indoor %0 culdoor habitats.
Visitors can crawl through another tunpel
10 view the birds “nose to baak.” 4

APPALACHIAN MEMENTOS
If you're looking for haliday gifts,
meander through the Great Smoky Arts
& Crafts Community (Hwy. 321N,
800-568.4748; gatlinburgerafts.com),
an eight-mie trail of shops and galieres
about three miles cast of downtown,
You'll find glass-biowing. broom-making,
potiery, panting and move. The commuy
nity holds an annual hodday show at the
Gatlinburg Convention Center (this year,
November 23-December 5)

Ancther good source of gifls is the
recently opened Carousel Gardens
(458 Parkway; 865-430-7334;

African blackfooted penguins at Ripley's
Aquasium of the Seokies, Inset: Catching
ar on the slopes cutside Gatinburg,

shopsatcarouseigardens com), a two-story
gaflery seiling work by about 50 of the
same ALC artisans, One caveat: Expect
wall-to-wall crowds around Thanksgning
angd dunng the holideys

FROSTED PEAKS

Ober Gatlinburg (865-436-5423; snow
report lina, 800-251-9202; obergatiin
burg.com) is Tennessee's only ski resort

("Ober* i German for “upper.”) Typicaly,

the ski season lasts from December
through mid-to-iate March. Last year,
Coer Gatlinburg had an impressive 100
days of snow on its eight ski slopes and
tubing and snowboard areas. Also
offered: an alpine siide (2 dey-track,
smisated bobsied ride), shops, a
restaurant and a small 200 of native
animals, ncluding raccoons, skunks,
flyng squurrels, turties, snakes, river
otters and black bears

To get to Ober Gatlinbueg. you can
drive theee mies up Sia Mountain Road
or take the aerial tram-—worth it for the
views alone (aduits $10). "My name is
Suzanna, e the song ‘Oh, Susanna,™
S3ys a tram operator with & real-McCoy
mountan accent, thick as molasses
She points out the saes along the way,
such as ML, LeConte (at 6,593 foet, the
third-highest peak in tha national park)
and 3 chalet that resembloes a life-size
dolhouse {*They cal that Barbie's
house”)

Be propared for snow when you drive
0N any of the mountain roads in winder
“We recommend four-wheel drive or tire

chains,” says Kay King of Mountan
Laurel Chalets. “Leave the Iitthe sports
car at home.” Guess that eiminates
Barbie's convertidle.

If your're looking to spend some
relaxing time ouldoors, consider Lakng
In the national parik’s beauty with an
outfitter callac A Walk in the Woods
(4413 Scenic Dr. £,; B65-436-8283;
awallonthewoods.com), Vesna and Erik
Plakanis and their crew conduct nature
hikes such as *A Stroll Back In Time®
(covernng cne of the park's first settied
areas), "Old Settler Walk® (a wagon trail),
"Natural Pools and Waterfalls™ and
*Exploring Nature with Chikiren *

The guided hikes are run year-round
{minimum two people: from $20 per
perscn), and vary in length and locabon.
*You can go for miles in the wintes
without seeing anybody,” says Vesna
Once the leaves have fallen, remnants
left by the 7,000 people who once Mved
here stand out sharply: rock walls,
chimneys ard cemetenes. More visual
drama comes from watertalis and
streams, often frazen mid-flow

The footprints (and occasiona
appearances) of raccoons, sguirrels,
fones, coyotes and deer hint at the
abundant animal e raaming the
hllsides. Alas, the arca's iconic black
bears mostly snooze in winter. One local
describes the bears' winter pattern as
more akin 10 deep sleep with occasional
sleep-waliing episodes than true
hibernation, Stil, best to et sleeping—
or sieep-walking—Dbears je
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EAT

Pancake Pantry

"Oberinduige” at Tennessee's first
pancake house, with 24 varieties, from
Swiss chocolate chip to sweet potato

to “widberry” (five berries). 628 Parkway:
B65.-436.-4724; broakiast for two, $30°
No Way Jose's Cantina

Great Tex-Mex located beside the Pigeon
River and across the street from the

555 Parkway; B65-430-5673;
lunch for two, $25 .

Park Geill Steakhouse

Only 200 yards from the national park

aquanum

entrance, offering down-home charm,

23KS ang moonshine chicken

hand-¢
(with whita sghtning liquer), 1110 Parkway;
865-436-2300; dinner for two, $60
Calhoun's Village is a gated area at

1002 Parkway, with speciatty shops

and the following restaurants

Calhoun’s

A good-time place serving baby back
rbs, steaks, prime b, grilied chicken
and fried catfish, 865-436-4100,

dinner for two, $30

Smoky Mountain Restaurant & Brewery

On-site microbrewery, as

plzzas, sandwiches and burpers
865-436-4200; lunch for two, $30
Cherokee Grill

Mountain cuisine with a contemporary
twist, including heeb-crusted trout and
Boursin-stuffed fiet mignon, 865-436

4287: dinner for two, $50
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Calhoun's restaceint,
a Gathinburg classic,

STAY

RCI-affiliated resorts i and around

Gatlinburg inchude:
©-

HOLIDAY INN CLUB VACATIONS
SMOKY MOUNTAIN RESORT

Located downtown within walking cstance
of shops, restaurants and attractions
Unas have fireplaces for getting cozy after
outdoor adventures In Great Smoky
Mountains Natonal Park, just a half-mile
away. 404 Historic Nature Tral

Member Review:

“Close to everything but far enough away
for quiet at night.™

GATLINBURG TOWN SQUARE

Two- and three-bedroom condas with full
xAchens, washers, dryers and in-room
whirlpools make thes & perfect family
getaway, The heart of downtown is about
four blocks away. 414 Mistoric Natuwe Trad
Member Reviews:

“Our room was very cozy. it overiooked
a stream and had a nice fireplace *
*Can ride the trolleys and dont have

10 drive anywhere if you don't want 10"

TREE TOPS RESORT

Just 8 mie from town In 3 secluded
woodisy area with hiung paths and a trout
stream, this is a convenient base for
ouldoor enthusasts or those locking

o relax. 290 Sherman Clabo Rd
Member Review:

*Great to ke in the Smokies all day,

then come back to Tree Tops and relax

on the baicony, have a cocitail and cook
dinner on the gas grill®

WYNDHAM SMOKY MOUNTAINS

Just off Hghway 441 about 10 mies north

of Gatlinburg, this property has two indoor
POOis, 1t's perfect for exploring the area
by car—Ccloge 1o hundreds of hiking trass,
outiet shopping in Sevierville, and
restaurants in Gatinburg and Pigeon Forge
308 Colker Dr, Sevarnle

Member Review:

“Resort
muni-gotf, go-carts and shopping.”

5 Ciose 10 many restawrants,

Fer mece information, Including complete
member reviews (24 member reviews have
been cendensed), visit RCI.com or call
Weeks: 800.338-7777
Points: 877-968.7476
Ciu Members, please call your specific
Clud or RCI tefephone number.

NON-RCI-AFFILIATED RESORTS:
Lodge at Buckberry Creek

The 44 rustic yet elegant sutes are In

Adirondack-lodge-style butldings with
views of Mt. LeConte. Some have original

art and antiques; all have fireplaces and

conies. 961 Campbel Lead Rd.;
-J05-6343; buckberrylodge com);
suve for family of four from $180 per
mght, with continents) breakfast
Bearskin Lodge

Rooms at this hotel near the Parkway
have log-buming fireplaces and views of
Sowriown or the Pigeon River. 840 River
Rd.; B77-795-7546; thebearskiniodge com;
doubies from $70 per night

Mountain Laurel Chalets

Thes tamily-owned business manages 150

prarte residences
from a cozy one-bedroom o a roomy
2-bedroom. 440 Ski Mountain Rd.:
800-626-3431; mtnksurpichalels.com,
avecage for family of four, $130 per night
Highlands Condominiums
These condos grant Casy access to Ober
Gatinburg, downtown and the national
park. The ane- to three-bedroom units
have balcony views, fireplaces, whirlpools
ang kilchens. 855 Campbel Lead;
877-877-1377: highlandscondos.com,

one-bedrooms from $129 per night

or rent on Sia Mourgan,
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