PEOPLE&PLACES | outdoor adventure
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In the skies over Anderson, SkyScapes of America gives

passengers .'-.:gr".-a} itude thrills

n dim light just before dawn,

Steve and Connie Lambert
drive into a hilly green pasture
near Anderson. Their large

van and tratler mark the spot '(vl
hot-air balloon riders to embark on
an aerial adventure with SkyvScapes
of America.

The Lamberts began their pre-fhght
routine with the case of veterans, As
lh(‘ SUT INC ll('s over (ll(' ll(-l 120N Lo
light the grassy field, they unpack a
huge multicolored balloon and its
large basket. Turning in the direction
of a gentle breeze, Steve observes it's
a picture-perfect day for flying over
the Upstate.

Flying High “From the first day

Fwas here, I was in love with Ander-
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son.” savs Florida native Steve, one ol
about 5,000 balloon pilots in the
country. “It's one of the best arcas I've
Hown.” Seasonal changes and scenic
rolling hills make the area ideal for
ballooning.

“People here are balloon friendly.”
adds Connie. “They don't mind us
fiving over, launching from, or land-
ing on their property.”

Steve likes to take off in the wee
hours for a reason: “It's the calmest
time of day.” he explains, Eyeing a ris-
g sun, he's glad to see his passengers
drive up. Bob Fries and Deborah
Ponder. celebrating their third anni-

versary, arrive with friends Doug and

Jacque Davison, who introduced the

happy couple
“We had a balloon theme at our
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Create a Relaxmg

| was fine.” savs formerly nervous

Jacque. “It’s like floating rather
than flving.”

Today's adventure vindicates
the missed wedding day flight
“Steve didn't think that was the
direction that we would go. so
it was just opportune that we

went over the church where we

were married,” Deborah says.

Steve grins and shrugs as he

pops the cork on a celebratory .U{,‘-ﬂ‘“ 7/

et oD O Soms N1
times Mother Nature sprinkles / CAROLINA CERAMlCS

o seendaas .- ] ---
of whimsv, e =N

BERICK COMPANY

SEYSCAPES OF AMERICA LLCs

wue.skyscapesefamerica.com or WWW.CAROLINACERAMICS.COM
800.788.1916 « 803.788.1916



PEOPLE&PLACES outdoor adventure

wedding reception and had the Lamberts
there with their big balloon, intending
that we'd fly off into the sunset,” Bob
explains, But, Deborah adds, *It was

one of those it-might-come-up-a-
thunderstorm days.” Foiled by weather.
SkyScapes offered tethered rides for the

fUCslLs instead.

Off We Go Now both couples eagerly
anticipate their first free flight. Only
Jacque shows any nervousness. *1 expect
to enjoy it.” she savs gamely as the four
climb into the basket. Steve Lves them a
few pointers, including advice about not
videotapang the entire flight, lest they
miss the actual experience. Then be hits
the burner. and the billowing balloon
lntgins Lo nse.

As crew chied, Connie tollows the
thght visually from the ground, with
occasional rado gundance from Steve
At l.!lnilll'_',\ she pPi ks up :Il\" passcngers
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FAMILY FUN

After the
flight, Steve
offers a

As the vovagers enjoy an acrial view of

passengers

ey

Anderson County, Steve uses propane
burners to guide the vessel up and down,
but wind current dictates the flight path.
A pilot must know the terrain and poten-
tial landing places, no matter which way
the wind blows.

Connie keeps the balloon in sight until
a bend in the road prevents her from
spying its landing. One quick radio call
later and she |n|“~ the van into a pasture
where Steve grounded the balloon with
ilsZnnk.ll-lll('uvlnl'ﬂllvl‘iﬂl( l«-lu'lp

her find it

Getting to the Church The pas

sengers pop out of the basket, eager to

share (]ll'l\!)(”(ll(( “After we took off.

“From the first day I was here, [ was in
love with Anderson. It's one of the best
flying areas I've ever flown.”
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