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Oprvland s Llop Gardener
Horticulturist Hollis Malone nurtures thousands of plants, and even hotel guests, at the
classic Nashville resort. By NANCY DORMAN-HICKSON

is first day on the job, Hollis
Malone hiterally came up
against a glass ceiling.

Now, as manager of horti-
culture and pest control for one of the
country’s largest and busiest resorts, he's
often contacted by people around the
world for his advice. But few people in the
plant business, or at the Gaylord Opryland
Resort Hotel & Convention Center, knew
Hollis when he was hired in 1982 —just as
work began on a grandiose atrium,

“The engineers didn’t like me atall,”
he remembers. *The roof they designed
was shaded, and they'd already ordered
tinted glass.” However, Hollis's mission
to create a jaw-dropping, world-class
indoor garden required pure, unadulter-
ated sunlight—and lots of it

“When ! talked 1o the architect, | saxd,
‘When you shut out the light, it's like gar-
dening in the shade versus gardening in
the sun.' " The young horticulturist felt
confident that the hotel could provide
warming sunlight for plants and comfort-
able temperatures for guests if it planted
trees to shade the lower parts of the atri-
um and absorb most of the heat just as

they do in outdoor parks. — w twrw to page 4
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" Duke Diet & Fitness Center

At 501 pounds,
| wanted my life back.
Instead, | got a new one.

Gloria went to the Duke Diet & Fitness
Center to get her life back. What she got
was something better

For the first time ever, she could shop
for hours. Ride rolier coasters. Take long
walks on the beach. Do synchronized
swimming. Today, three years after coming
1o Duke, she's still going strong

She credits Duke's one-size-does-not-fit-all
approach—and the access to Duke med
care that comes with being a chent. Most

of all she credits the staff, who she says

saw a life not only worth saving, but worth

wing to the fullest

Giona D, 61
Public health contractor
W:!mmgton, NC

Find out o the Duke Diet &
Fitness Center & right for you

_adl, chck, or schedule 2 tour

dukedietcenter.org

800.235-3853

m DukeMedicine

Hollis won the argument and soon

the sun streamed in. “They only envi-
sioned all the bad lilin',;\ that could II,I])-
pen,” he says, smiling. “Fortunately |
was too young—so | never thought it

was ever going to go the wrong way,”

Trio of Gardens Hollis continues
to go the right way as caretaker for the
resort’s 50,000 tropical plants that
beautify 8 acres of indoor gardens
divided into three distinet settings—the
Garden Conservatory, the Cascades,
and the Delta,

The Garden Conservatory now
boasts 10,000 tropical plants that
include 215 species. *1 do as much
rescarch as I can to find the best plant
people to deal with,” Hollis says as he
walks through the Conservatory. A
quiet man with a calming voice and an
easy smile, he stops along the way to
grect guests and answer their questions
about the tropical treasure trove.

After completing the Garden
Conservatory, Hollis and his staff crear-
ed the Cascades with 8,200 tropical
plants representing 449 species, many
of which flower vear-round. *I bought a
collection of 50 palms from a gentleman
who collected the seeds and raised them
himself.” he says. “Some of them turned
out to be unique. They're kind of like
raising children.”

The next project, the Delta, required
some 32 tractor tratlers of plants. Topped



Tennessee, where he ecarned a degree in
ornamental horticulture. He later
interned at Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania and supervised horticulture

at Nashvilie’s Checkwood Botamcal

Garden and Museum of Art.
The p‘.xhl )m-!.\i( s a break to talk to a maanoliat
|;.|~\mv;';lnnl)--l'lmu‘i g sts. “They ® Convert conventional speinkiers
asked, *Is it hard to grow things in here?™ ™
Hollis sayvs, *1 told them, *Not really. [eall Gown
comes back to the light.' " o

GAYLORD OFRYLAND RESORT HOTEL & inrhes o

CONVENTION CEXTER: wewe. gavlordhotels,com

by a ¢lass roof that nses 150 feet from the

floor, the area includes a smaller-than-life
Southern plantation, complete with an
antebellum mansion flanked by magno-
Ias. *We put in two magnolia trees before
all the L;!A\\ wasin |||.u ¢.” Hollis says.
“My education told me they wouldn't
flower without a cold penod, and | didn't

think they ever could—but they do!™

Plants and People While they're =

————n

used to handling seeds and soil, Hollis e TSIt
and his staff of 50 are just as skillful
when it comes to dealing with hotel
guests, Highly visible while pruning
and planting, they often stop to answer
questions or help people find their way
around the mammoth resort. *It's a pco-
ple space first and a plant space sec-
ond.” Hollis says. “If we created the
pertect ¢ ondittons for ;»'{.mlx. we'd all be
sopping wet and have that kinky hair
look. The comfort and I\lllllllllf) of the
LUCSIS 1S far more :mpnl‘l.m!."

That respect for others has led Hollis
down the green path to win awards for
finding natural alternatives to chemical : s Ak bt e it G Wbt
pesticides and fertilizers. *We work in a
hotel so we don’t want to use anything
that’s going to be harmful to the guests
or anybody else,” he says,

A Nashville native who started grow-
ing zinnias as a 6-vear-old, Hollis first
got his hands dirty professionally work-

senl s at Vanderbil
g in greenhotses gt vVanderint

University and the University of



