...Butfor the mess
they made on the rug?

NOT SO MUCH.

OFFERING
Cleaning, Mothproofing,
Seotchgarding,
Deodorizing, Pads,

and Total Restoration.

e

Rug Cleaners & Oriental Rug Gallery

2186 CENTRAL AVENUE
MEMPHIS, TN 38104
901-278-3704 OR
TOLL FREE: 877-278-3704
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Tin Toyland

You may find that rare collectible—or just a sweet
reminder of childhood—at Winder Binder in Chattanooga.

David Smotherman freely admits the chances of him becoming rich
seem about as likely as that of Donald Trump renouncing all his
worldly goods. To the Chattanooga native, however, making a living isn't
solely about a healthy bank account. Instead, David finds contentment in
his feast-or-famine business as a dealer of the rare, the odd, and the playful.

David sells tin toys, antique books, and folk art. “1 always joke that what’s
in the store is whatever | like,” he says, pausing to answer a customer’s ques-
tion. Although much of his business comes from online sales, the entrepre-
neur operates this tiny but jam-packed storefront as well. A colorful window
display of tin toys draws customers into Winder Binder, his brick-and-
mortar location at 40 Frazier Avenue,

A Walk on the Wild Side

David first rented space in a North Shore-area building as a student major-
ing in sports management at The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
Neanng graduation in 1994 with no job prospects, the fledgling entrepre-
neur noticed the vacant property on his drive to campus. “This was when
the aquarium had just opened and this area was just starting to develop,”
he recalls. At the time, this part of town was far from a tourist draw
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left: David Smo’therman owner of
Winder Binder, first offered tin toys
such as this rare Paya taxicab. He
has since expanded into books
and folk art. above: Customers
Brent and Angie Williams discuss
purchasing a book.

“Most of my friends thought
I was completely nuts to want
to move in down here,” says
David. “They said, ‘There’s no-
body over here, and it’s a bad
part of town." " Despite that, he
chose to open his business and
relocate into an apartment up-
stairs. “They had just finished
rehabbing the Walnut Street
walking bridge,” he explains.
“My attitude was, sooner or lat-
er, they've got to clean up over
here because you've got to have
something to walk to.” He has
since moved to a new location
just around the comner.

His assessment proved correct.
Today, folks make the trek, at-
tracted to Coolidge Park just be-
hind Winder Binder. It's safe too.
“I don't feel uncomfortable
walking here at any time of night
by myself now,” David says.

What's In Store

Winder Binder began with tin
toys and then gradually added
folk art, mainly imported deco-
rative masks. Next the store be-
gan to offer antiquanian books.
“I've got a lot of religion, phi-
losophy, poetry, art, and music
books,” David says of his
12,000-book inventory. The
bulk of the eclectic mix was
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WHERE DEALS ARE SEALED.

Superb service. Private rooms from 2 - 60.
Reservations suggested. Serving dinner nightly at 5:30,
Prime cuts shipped nationwide from the Prime Cut Shoppe

fols MEempHS' ORIGINAL PRJME
fo |(Y PRIME gﬂ/\k H\r'\r acur
SHOPPE

551 South \1cndcnhall ® 901-762-8200 » www.folksfolly.com

Mlchael Hatcher
& Associates

Landscape Architecture/Construction
Residential Horticulture Services
Irrigation & Water Management
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Celebrating 13 Years

Exclusive
LaPrairie

De-Aging
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for cellulite

Robert D. Wallace, MD - Medical Director
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Priced at $3.000, this volume of
Spirityof St. Louis, signed by
aviator Charles Lindbergh, is the
most valuable item in the store.

acquired from the leftovers of a
Greenwich Village store collec-
tion that dates back to the Cold
War era and covers some fairly
radical viewpoints. “The guy
who owned the store probably
had an FBI file,” says David.
The Winder Binder owner, on
the other hand, takes a decidedly
neutral stance.

“I'm kind of like the Switzer-
land of politics,” the affable pro-
prietor says. “I've got books
about Newt Gingnich and Ronald
Reagan right next to a Ted
Kennedy biography. | keep assum-
ing in the middie of the night the
books will separate themselves™
He's not quite as laid-back when
it comes to the toys, however.

Space toys have proved to be a hot
collectible among patrons.
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right: David displays his personal toy collection in his apartment above
the store. When 3 fire broke out, he had firefighters retrieve his favonte
a Ferris wheel. Fortunately, the fire was contained with minimal damage

Tinkering With Toys
Childhood visits to his great-
grandparents’ home in Tullahoma
awakened a lifelong passion for
the colorful metal objects engi-
neered purely for the sake of fun
"My great-grandmother was a
Depression-era person who didn't
get rid of anything.” David says
"] played with the same onginal
tin toys that my grandfather and
my great-uncle played with in
the 1930s.”

He inherited the vintage play-
things and has expanded his
collection through the years,

he tin miniature wonders fas-
cinated him in a way plastic and
computer-chip toys did not

“I grew up in the early days
of plastic toys. video games, and
Star Wars,” says David. “But |
always liked the windup toys
more.” The transition from col-
lector to dealer proved to be a
short leap, especially after he be-
fnended another dealer in New
Orleans who shared pointers on
the unusual business

Toy Lore

Through his busin

L

David finds a way to
share his love for history,
another career path he
once considered. | Know

exactly where the toys

come from, and | kr

ow a
lot about the factories
that make them,"” he says
Winder Binder offers
toys new and old, windup,
battery-operated, and
friction. They come from
countries including
Germany, Spain, France,
Estonia. Hungary, the
Netherliands, Slovakia,
Ukraine, india, Thailand,
China, and Korea.

David appreciated the advice
“It’s not like there's a tin toy
store on every corner,” he says
with a laugh

NANCY DORMAN-HICKSON

Winder Binder: www.winder
binder.com or (423) 267-3900
Hours: noon-6 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, 1-6 p.m. Sunday. [f the
flag 1s fiving out front. he's open
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Exclusive Design Services from Traditional to Contemporary
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Shandra Blackwell, Allied Member ASID * Principal Designer
8534 Macon Road » Cordova, TN 38018 « 901.751.2228 » www.shea-noel.com




